
Are You Ready 
to Face the 

Judge?



TURN
BEFORE

IT’S 
TOO 
LATE







WE HAVE HOPE IN GOD’S 
SOON APPEARANCE, Titus 2:11.

• Blessed hope – happy, 
fulfilling, real

• Anticipation of something 
we cannot yet see.



WE HAVE HOPE IN GOD’S 
SOON APPEARANCE, Titus 

2:12.
[The grace of God] teaches us 
to say “No” to ungodliness 
and worldly passions, and to 
live self-controlled, upright 
and godly lives in this present 
age. 



I. THE SCOPE OF GOD’S JUDGMENT

A. Past Judgment of Our Sins at the 
Cross, Jn 12:31

“The outcome of this judgment determines 
whether we go to the present heaven or 
the present Hell. This initial judgment 
depends not on our works but on our faith. 
It’s not about what we’ve done during our 
lives, but about what Christ has done for 
us.”   (Randy Alcorn, Heaven, p 47) 



I. THE SCOPE OF GOD’S JUDGMENT
B. Present Judgment of the believer’s Own 
Sin, I Cor. 11:31,32

C. Future Judgments for Non-Believers

1. Judgment of Israel, Ezek. 20:33-44

2. Judgment of the nations, Mt. 25:31-46

3. Judgment of the fallen angels, I Cor 
6:3; II Pet. 2:4; Jude 6

4. Judgment of the unsaved at Great 
White Throne, Rev. 20:11-15



II. THE BELIEVERS’ POST-RAPTURE 
JUDGMENT

A. A Solemn Reality NOT Based on our 
Sin



• Will my 
whole life be 
exposed to 
everyone?

• Will my sins 
condemn 
me?

• Should I fear 
this?



“All that we have hidden shall be 
revealed. The things we have done in 
the body will come back to us, 
whether good or bad. Every pious 
thought, and every thought of sin; 
every secret prayer, and every secret 
curse; every unknown deed of 
charity, and every hidden deed of 
selfishness; 



We will see them all again, and 
though we have not remembered 
them for years, and perhaps have 
forgotten them altogether, we 
shall have to acknowledge that 
they are our own. Is not that a 
solemn thing to stand at the end 

of life?” James Denney (1856-1917)





II. THE BELIEVERS’ POST-RAPTURE 
JUDGMENT

Praise God for his merciful 
forgetfulness!

• Heb. 8:12 (quoting Jer. 
31:34)

• Isa. 43:25; 65:17



II. THE BELIEVERS’ POST-RAPTURE 
JUDGMENT

B. It’s Private, NOT Public, Ps 51:4

“Against you, you only, have I 
sinned

and done what is evil in your 

sight; so you are right in your 
verdict

and justified when you judge.”



III. THE NATURE OF THE 
BELIEVERS’ JUDGMENT

A. Personal Accountability to God 
Alone, Rom 14:10-12



PRINCIPLE

Each believer is 

personally responsible to 
God for their own actions. 



III. THE NATURE OF THE 
BELIEVERS’ JUDGMENT

B. Eternal Consequences for Today’s 
Actions, II Cor. 5:10

"For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that each one 

may receive what is due him for the 
things done while in the body, whether 

good or bad."



The Bema Seat (in Corinth)

A Raised platform for judgment or reward     
Mt. 27:19



Lewis Sperry Chafer, founder 
of Dallas Theological Seminary

"Although his sins                                                         
have been judged at the 

cross and will not be brought 
up again, at the judgment seat 

of Christ his works or service 
will be judged."



PRINCIPLE

Jesus will assess our works 
of service that are of 

eternal value.



III. THE NATURE OF THE 
BELIEVERS’ JUDGMENT

C. Quality of Life is Tested at the 
Bema, 1 Cor. 3:10-15

• Our life is built on Christ, our 
foundation for good or for naught.

1. Two types of materials = two types 
of lives.



10 By the grace God has given me, I 

laid a foundation as a wise builder, and 

someone else is building on it. But 

each one should build with care. 11 For 

no one can lay any foundation other 

than the one already                        

laid, which is Jesus                              

Christ.



PRINCIPLE

Your life’s foundation 

determines your eternal 

destination. 



12 If anyone builds on this foundation 

using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, 

hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown 

for what it is, because the Day will bring 

it to light. It will be revealed with fire, 

and the fire will test the quality of each 

person’s work. 14 If what has been built 

survives, the builder will receive a 

reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder 

will suffer loss but yet will be saved—

even though only as one escaping 

through the flames.



C. QUALITY OF LIFE IS TESTED AT THE 
BEMA, I Cor 3:10-15

2. Loss of reward for the unwise 
builders/believers.

Fire is for:

• Purifying, Isa. 6:6

• Consuming, Mt. 3:12



II Cor. 13:5 Examine yourselves 
to see whether 
you are in the 
faith; test your-
selves. Do you not 
realize that Christ 
Jesus is in you –
unless of course 
you fail the test?



How to pass the test of obedience.

• Don’t wait to start serving him or 
acting like his child. 

• Never give up. 

• Never think it’s too late.

• It’s about quality, not quantity.



C. Quality Of Life Is Tested At The Bema.      
I Cor 3:10-15

3. Reward for the Wise Builders.

Mt. 25:21 – “Well done…”

PRINCIPLE:

Wisdom is always equated with 
faithfulness. 



“Because crowns are the primary 
symbol of ruling, every mention 
of crowns as rewards is a 
reference to our ruling with 
Christ.” (Randy Alcorn, Heaven,   
p. 217)



Reward for the Wise Builders.
• Rulership started in Eden.

• Joseph ruled in Egypt.

Do you not know that the saints will judge 
the world and angels? I Cor. 6:2,3

If we endure, we will reign with him. II Tim. 
2:12

Rev. 2:10,26; 3:11;4:10



• Everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted. (Lk 14:11)

• The Judgment Seat of Christ will 
be a solemn, but celebratory 
occasion.



OUR RESPONSE

1. Do now what’s valuable to God. 
Living out the truth we’ve been 
taught.

• Quality – motivated by love

• Work out your own salvation (Phil. 
2:12,13



OUR RESPONSE

2. Make sure your life is built on Christ 
alone (NOT in your good works).







I Jn. 2:28

"And now, dear children, 

continue in him; so that, when 

he appears, we may be 

confident, and unashamed 

before him at his coming". 


