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1) What does it mean to stumble? 

- Peter stumbled over God’s ways 

Matthew 16:21-23  Then Peter took Him aside and began to 

rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not 

happen to You!" 

But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are 

an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, 

but the things of men." 
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1) What does it mean to stumble? 

- Peter stumbled over personal comfort 

Luke 22:54-57  Having arrested Him, they led Him and brought Him 

into the high priest's house. But Peter followed at a distance. 

Now when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard and 

sat down together, Peter sat among them. And a certain servant girl, 

seeing him as he sat by the fire, looked intently at him and said, "This 

man was also with Him. "But he denied Him, saying, "Woman, I do 

not know Him." 
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1) What does it mean to stumble? 

- Peter stumbled over pride 

Luke 22:24 Now there was also a dispute among them, as to 

which of them should be considered the greatest. 
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1) What does it mean to stumble? 

- Peter stumbled over envy 

John 21:20-21  Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom 

Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His breast at the supper, 

and said, "Lord, who is the one who betrays You?" Peter, seeing him, 

said to Jesus, "But Lord, what about this man?” 

 

 



NIMBLE LIVING 

1) What does it mean to stumble? 

- Peter stumbled over peer pressure 

 



NIMBLE LIVING 

1) What does it mean to stumble? 

- Peter stumbled over peer pressure 

Galatians 2:11-12  Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood 

him to his face, because he was to be blamed; for before certain men 

came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they 

came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of 

the circumcision. 
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1) What does it mean to stumble? 
- Peter stumbled over visible reality  

- Peter stumbled over God’s ways  

- Peter stumbled over personal comfort 

- Peter stumbled over pride 

- Peter stumbled over envy 

- Peter stumbled over peer pressure 
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1) What does it mean to stumble? 

- Peter warned against stumbling over false doctrine 

2 Peter 3:17  You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, 

beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with 

the error of the wicked 
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2) What is the impact of stumbling? 
- Undesirable distance from God  

1 John 1:6  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in 

darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 
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2) What is the impact of stumbling? 
- Uncomfortable failure in your world 

 

“You can confess your sin to God,  
or He will confess it for you…publicly” 
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2) What is the impact of stumbling? 

- Unwelcome pain in your heart 

Matthew 27:1-5  When morning came, all the chief priests and elders 

of the people plotted against Jesus to put Him to death. And when 

they had bound Him, they led Him away and delivered Him to Pontius 

Pilate the governor. 
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2) What is the impact of stumbling? 

- Unwelcome pain in your heart 

Matthew 27:1-5  Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been 

condemned, was remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of 

silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, "I have sinned by 

betraying innocent blood." And they said, "What is that to us? You see 

to it!" 

Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and departed 

and went and hanged himself. 
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Consistent spiritual growth yields increasing Christlike 

character, which produces strength and agility that 
enables us to avoid stumbling on life’s obstacles. 
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3) What is the way to avoid stumbling? 

  a) The pattern of spiritual growth 
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Ffa 

Faith: saving faith  

enables the Christ-life   
Spiritual 

Growth 



NIMBLE LIVING 

Ffa 

Obedience 
 

Virtue: obedience to 

all I know about the 

Christ-life 
Spiritual 

Growth 
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Ffa 

Obedience 
 

Knowledge: learning 

more about the 

Christ-life 

Knowledge 

Spiritual 

Growth 
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Ffa 

Obedience 
 

Self-control: godly 

plans for living the 

Christ-life 

Knowledge 

Self-Control 
Spiritual 

Growth 
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Ffa 

Obedience 
 

Perseverance: a 

determined effort to 

create a Christ-lifestyle 

Knowledge 

Self-Control 

Perseverance 

Spiritual 

Growth 
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Ffa 
Spiritual 

Growth 

Obedience 
 

Godliness: developing 

the Christ-life out of 

dedication to God 

Knowledge 

Self-Control 

Perseverance 
Godliness 
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Ffa 
Spiritual 

Growth 

Obedience 
 

Brotherly kindness: 

depending on the 

Body of Christ 

Knowledge 

Self-Control 

Perseverance 
Godliness 

Brotherly 

Kindness 
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Ffa 
Spiritual 

Growth 

Obedience 
 

Brotherly kindness: 

depending on the Body 

of Christ Knowledge 

Self-Control 

Perseverance 
Godliness 

Brotherly 

Kindness 

God has designed the Christian 

life to be an individual pursuit live 

out in the community of believers 
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Ffa 
Spiritual 

Growth 

Obedience 
 

Love: the sacrifice of 

self in the pursuit of 

the Christ-life 

Knowledge 

Self-Control 

Perseverance 
Godliness 

Brotherly 

Kindness 

Love 
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Ffa 
Spiritual 

Growth 

Obedience 
 

Knowledge 

Self-Control 

Perseverance 
Godliness 

Brotherly 

Kindness 

Love 

A PROACTIVE application… 

These are Steps in the 
process of acquiring any 
specific character 
quality of Christ 
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Ffa 
Spiritual 

Growth 

Obedience 
 

Knowledge 

Self-Control 

Perseverance 
Godliness 

Brotherly 

Kindness 

Love 

-A REACTIVE application… 

These are elements of 

spiritual development 

which need to be 

emphasized in order to 

correct deficits in 

ones’ Christlikeness 
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Ffa 
Spiritual 

Growth 

Obedience 
 

Knowledge 

Self-Control 

Perseverance 
Godliness 

Brotherly 

Kindness 

Love 

b) The pursuit of growth  
 

o Giving all diligence…add, vs. 5 
 

o If these things…abound, vs. 8 
 

o Be even more diligent, vs. 10 
 

o Present tense = “continual activity”  
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Ffa 
Spiritual 

Growth 

Obedience 
 

Knowledge 

Self-Control 

Perseverance 
Godliness 

Brotherly 

Kindness 

Love 

b) The pursuit of growth  
 

2 Peter 3:18 grow in the 

grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  
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Ffa 
Spiritual 

Growth 

Obedience 
 

Knowledge 

Self-Control 

Perseverance 
Godliness 

Brotherly 

Kindness 

Love 

c) The promise of growth 
 

The believer who is growing 

consistently will be strong 

and agile so that he or she 

won’t trip and fall when the 

trials of life come. 
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Spiritual growth protects from stumbling over the 
challenges of life and suffer the hardships of a 
spiritual fall. 


